WHITE  ROSE OR WHITE  HORSE?
Layer, and when he came to be tried, in November 1722,
one of the counsel for the Crown was a Serjeant Pen-
gelly, who was said to have been a natural son of Richard
Cromwell. Layer was certainly prepared to carry matters
with a high hand, for the evidence showed that he had
been enlisting men at Leytonstone and Romford, and
with them he proposed to seize the Tower, St. James's
Palace, and the Royal Exchange. George was to be cap-
tured, and, to increase the confusion, the Westminster
mob was to be roused to riot. Nor was this all, for Layer
was intriguing with Mrs. Hughes, Charles Edward's
nurse, to carry the Prince to Scotland as soon as the blow
had been struck in London. Unfortunately for Layer,
his sexual discretion lagged far behind his political zeal,
and he was betrayed by a young lady of easy virtue to
whom he had talked too freely. Whatever hopes he may
have entertained of high legal preferment under James
were at an end, and he was executed at Tyburn on
May lyth, 1723*
There were more important people than the wretched
Layer involved in this plot, though some of them had
much greater success in concealing their complicity. The
Government, at any rate, was thoroughly alarmed, and
the Habeas Corpus Act was suspended for a whole year,
which is the longest period for which this has ever been
done. That they were, from their own point of view,
fully justified in this step is proved by the state of public
opinion at the time on the evidence of no less a witness
than the Speaker of the House of Commons, Sir Richard
Onslow, who wrote:
"If some bold men had taken advantage of the general
disorder men's minds were in to provoke them to
1 cf. State Trials, Vol. XVIa pp. 93-322.
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